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Maine Fourth Graders Top National Reading Assessment 
ORONO, Maine -- Maine fourth graders lead the nation in reading proficiency, according 
to the latest nationwide assessment of student achievement. The 1994 National 
Assessment of Educational Progress, known as the "nation's report card," recently 
released by the U.S. Education Department shows Maine students outscoring their 
colleagues in 39 participating states and two jurisdictions, Guam and Department of 
Defense overseas schools. 
Maine, with its average score of228 topped the national average of 212, tallied the 
highest proportion (75 percent) of fourth graders scoring at or above the basic level, the 
highest proportion (41 percent) at the next level of proficiency (which indicates solid 
academic performance), and came in just one percentage point behind Connecticut to 
take second place in the proportion scoring at the advanced level. A total of 140,000 
students, including 2,520 in Maine participated in the state-by-state voluntary 
assessment. (The National Assessment results are based on a statistical sample of schools 
and students. Individual schools and students participating are not identified). 
The performance reflects the quality of teaching and learning in the state, as well as a 
positive return on Maine residents' willingness to invest in education, says Robert A. 
Cobb, Dean of the College of Education at the University of Maine. "The report is a 
strong reflection of the value Maine places on early literacy as the foundation for further 
academic success, and on appropriate interventions for at-risk students," he says. 
California and Louisiana logged the lowest average reading score - 197- according to the 
report. Both states also had the lowest percentages of students who placed at or above the 
basic level of proficiency. 
Factors such as population diversity, density and mobility in a state such as California are 
important variables in classroom performance, but so are the issues and challenges of 
rural and less affiuent states such as Maine, Cobb points out. Maine ranks 35th in the 
nation in per-capita personal income, according to 1994 U.S. Department of Commerce 
reports, but it ranks 15th in expenditures per pupil. 
"The accomplishments of Maine teachers and students, and community commitment to 
quality education are significant," Cobb says. 
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